
 

Dear Members of Philadelphia City Council, Philadelphia Gas Commissioners, and Mayor 
Kenney: 
 
We are writing to you to voice our opposition to PGW’s recently proposed Liquified Natural Gas 
(LNG) Public Private Partnership at its Passyunk Plant in South Philadelphia.  This proposal is 
projected to allow PGW to liquify, store, and transport up to 2.7 billion cubic feet (bcf) of gas 
annually. 
 
Bringing new fossil fuel projects online will make it harder for Philadelphia to do its fair share to 
halt climate change, which is the greatest environmental threat facing the world today.  
 
We are disappointed that such a proposal is being put forth, particularly on the heels of the UN 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report. The world’s leading climate 
scientists are warning that there are only a dozen years in which to act to avoid the worst effects 
of climate change: including widespread drought, devastating floods, extreme heat, and poverty 
for millions of people. IPCC scientists wrote that global warming pollution must be cut by 45% 
by 2030 and to zero by 2050. Natural gas is part of the problem - not part of the solution. 
 
The project is counter to the City’s commitment to the Paris Climate Agreement and to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 2050 compared to 2006 levels. Already, Philadelphia’s 
“Powering the Future” report acknowledges that we need a faster timeline for abandoning fossil 
fuels and reducing our global warming emissions.  This project will take us in the exact wrong 
direction by investing tens of millions of dollars in expanding infrastructure that encourages the 
continued reliance on and use of climate-damaging natural gas rather than investing time and 
resources into energy efficiency and building renewable energy infrastructure. 
 
Experts agree that the only way to avoid the worst effects of climate change is to transition away 
from fossil fuel use as quickly as possible.  
 
Many of the negative effects of climate change have already begun plaguing the nation and our 
region, including hurricanes Florence and Michael, record-breaking fires in California, and heat 
waves that forced early school dismissals in Philadelphia public schools at the start of the school 
year.  It is imperative that we take decisive action now to halt climate change. 
 
The review process for the proposed LNG project has appeared fast-tracked with little attention 
to adequate public notification and input. A controversial project like this should allow for more 
time for comment - not less. We urge you to slow down the approval process to allow the public 
adequate time to review and give input on the project. 
 



 

We owe it to our children, our grandchildren, and the planet to address climate change with 
urgent, focused priority. Promoting increased reliance on fossil fuel consumption will only 
exacerbate the problem and do nothing to tackle it. 
 
We call on members of Philadelphia City Council to extend the timeline for reviewing this 
proposal, including public input opportunities, until after City Council has held a public hearing 
about the pathway for PGW to get completely off of fossil fuels and until the City has fully 
analyzed how PGW could do so.  This extension would also allow the public time to digest the 
proposal and voice their concerns about the project. Second, we urge City Council members to 
vote “NO” on this project if and when it comes to you for review.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you on this important issue as soon as possible. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adams Rackes, Ward Leader and Committee person in 01-14, First Ward Democrats 
Beth Goldstein Huxen, Committee person in 01-11, First Ward Democrats 
Chris Nevins, Committee person in 39-37, 39th Ward Democrats. 
Christa Menichini, Committee person in 01-04, First Ward Democrats 
Emiliano Rodriguez, First Vice Chair and Committee person in 01-16, First Ward Democrats 
Gregory Offner Jr., Committee person 39-31, 39th Ward Democrats 
Jennifer Hombach, Committee person 39-45, 39th Ward Democrats 
Karen DiLossi, Committee person in 39-43, 39th Ward Democrats 
Kathleen Melville, Ward Chair and Committee person in 01-03, First Ward Democrats 
Matt Scheller, Committee person in 01-14, First Ward Democrats 
Matthew Borda, Committee person in 01-07, First Ward Democrats 
Maureen Brown, Committee person in 39-30, 39th Ward Democrats 
Natasha Cahill, Second Vice Chair and Committee person in 01-01, First Ward Democrats 
Nikil Saval, Ward Leader and Committee person in 02-17, Second Ward Democrats 
Sam Arnold, Assistant Treasurer and Committee person in 01-15, First Ward Democrats 
Sequoia Rose Medley, Committee person in 39-26, 39th Ward Democrats 
Steve Petro, Third Vice Chair and Committee person in 01-03, First Ward Democrats 
Sula Kritikos, Committee person in 01-02, First Ward Democrats 
 
 
 
 


