
Testimony by Karen Melton at Air Management Services hearing on June 27 2017. 
Karen lives 1 mile upwind from the proposed plant.

~
At one of the community meetings that was held about this plant, a Nicetown 
resident got up and said “you realize we’re talking about how to convince our 
government not to poison us.” That’s what we’re talking about this evening as 
well. 

We get that it’s legal to poison us. SEPTA has been careful to size this plant so it 
falls just under the EPA threshold that would invoke more regulation, and that’s 
legal. 

We get that you, Air Management Services, have a limited scope of review for 
this permit, and that’s legal. 

We get that industry uses its influence to make sure the least restrictive pollution 
standards go into effect, then when the plants are built and people get sick they 
are able to say they meet all the regulatory requirements, and that’s legal.

The consequences of this air pollution won’t be a big catastrophic event like the 
recent fire in London where eventually we’ll know who produced the lethal 
product, who approved the regulations that allowed it to be used, who lobbied for 
those regulations, and who didn’t do enough safety research. But because it was 
a highly-visible national tragedy, steps are already being taken to remove that 
specific hazard from other buildings.

In the case of air pollution in Philadelphia it’s one child at a time who can’t go 
outside for the day or has to be taken to the emergency room because they can’t 
breathe. We won’t know whether the last straw in triggering an asthma attack 
was the SEPTA gas-fired power plant, or the traffic on Roosevelt Boulevard, or 
the 300 diesel buses in and out of the Midvale Depot, or all of it combined. 

But we will know that our government was complicit in poisoning us, while 
everyone followed the law.

We have been asking SEPTA for more than a year to hold themselves to a 
higher standard, and this evening we ask you the same – even though it’s 
perfectly legal, please don’t issue a permit to poison us. Thank you. 


