
February 15, 2017 

Dear DRBC Executive Director Steven Tambini, 

All who are a part of the watershed community are confused regarding your position on the 
issue of drilling and fracking in the basin and how that squares with those of the four Watershed 
States’ Governors, i.e. your Commissioners. 

Throughout his campaign and since he has been in office Governor Wolf has made clear his 
support for the Delaware River fracking moratorium: “’This is a regional decision between 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York and Delaware and (Mr.) Wolf supports it,’ spokesman Jeff 
Sheridan said.

Governor Cuomo indicated in 2011 that he would not support the passage of regulations that 
would lift the moratorium on fracking and later passed a New York Ban on fracking 
demonstrating a continuing commitment to protecting water resources and communities from 
the dangerous industrial operation. 

Governor Christie supported cancellation of a DRBC 2011 meeting rather than vote to remove 
the current gas drilling moratorium in our watershed. 

Even though Governor Carney is new to his gubernatorial position and the DRBC, there is no 
indication he has a desire to reverse his predecessor’s position. Governor Markell made a 
public announcement in 2011 that Delaware was not supportive of adopting the regulations due 
to water quality concerns, leading to the cancellation of the meeting and the current de facto 
moratorium. 

Since articulating their positions through their statements and actions, no DRBC Commissioner 
has advocated for the advancement of regulations that would lift the Delaware River fracking 
moratorium. 

The only person in the DRBC leadership who has denied the existence of a moratorium and 
suggested fracking regulations should now advance seems to be you. 

And so I ask you, Executive Director Tambini, are you the one pushing for the regulations that 
would lift protections from drilling and fracking operations in my watershed? Or are you being 
directed to take a path that will bring drilling, fracking and all of its river pollution, groundwater 
pollution, wetlands devastation, forest loss, air pollution, land pollution, sickness to people and 
economic decline to my watershed? For the record, please let my watershed community know. 

Free flowing and frack free forever, 

The Delaware River 
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