
 

SEPTA’s Board held a Meeting on November 17, 2016 to vote on building a natural gas power plant in Nicetown. The 
community was not given proper notice.  

United -Tioga, Nicetown and Friends  
Working Together We Can Win 

Responsible Corporate 
Citizens or Killing Us 
Softly?  
Prior to the board meeting and vote community 
advocate Bashira Charles and 350Philly urged 
the board to postpone the vote to assess the 
health impact of the plant. They refused. 

NOVEMBER- DECEMBER 2016 THE COMMUNITY ADVOCATE 
 

More inside! 

Contact: 
Councilwoman 
Cindy Bass 

312 City Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Ask her to deny change of 
use for the proposed site. 

Phone:  215-686-3424  
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Bashira	Charles	sharing	information	
with	SEPTA	Board	about	health	
impact	of	natural	gas	power	plants.	

On	November	17,	2016	the	SEPTA	Board	voted	to	move	
forward	with	building	a	natural	gas	power	plant	in	
Nicetown.	I’ve	been	following	this	proposal,	and	have	
become	extremely	concerned	that	a	community	I	love	is	
being	taken	advantage	of.	
	
Many	members	of	the	community	are	underserved.	Many	
are,	disproportionately	affected	by	diseases	 like	asthma,	
cardiovascular	disease	and	hypertension.	And	most	of	the	
toxins	released	from	the	power	plant	would	worsen	these	
conditions.	
	
Toxins	 emitted	 by	 gas	 power	 plants	 include	 sulfur	
dioxide,	nitrogen	dioxide,	particulate	matter	and	ultrafine	
particulate	matter.	These	toxins,	according	to	the	National	
Institutes	of	Health,	may	also	result	in	decreased	fertility,	
damage	to	the	kidneys,	liver	and	central	nervous	system,	
as	well	as	cancer	and	premature	death	

Tell SEPTA No! Not 
in our 

neighborhood! 
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We want SEPTA to be a 
responsible corporate citizen 

1

While	SEPTA	is	being	a	responsible	corporate	
citizen	in	its	efforts	to	establish	an	efficient,	less	
toxic	energy	source,	the	selection	of	the	Nicetown	
site	suggests	that	they	either	have	not	adequately	
researched	the	health	impact	of	the	toxins	
produced	by	such	plants	or	that	they	do	not	care	
about	the	lives	and	health	of	the	approximately	
36,000	residents	living	in	the	vicinity	of	the	
proposed	power	plant	and	in	adjacent	
communities	such	as	East	Falls	and	Tioga.			
	
It	also	suggests	that	in	conducting	their	feasibility	
study,	SEPTA	Board	did	not	consider	guidelines	
established	by	the	Department	of	Health	and	
Human	Services	in	Healthy	People	2020	to	
decrease	the	risk	of	the	above	noted	health	
disparities,	in	disparately	impacted	citizens.	It	
seems	like	SEPTA	did	not	consider	the	
information	shared	by	the	National	Institutes	of	
Health’s	ToxTown	regarding	the	negative	health	
impact	of	persistent	exposure	of	these	toxins	
when	they	decided	to	place	the	plant	in	a	densely	
populated,	vulnerable	community.	
	
Many	of	my	neighbors	and	I	have	been	dismayed	
by	SEPTA’s	lack	of	interaction	with	the	
community.	For	a	large	number	of	us,	their	
attendance	at	the	community	forum	at	the	Steele	
School	in	October--held	by	local	residents	with	
support	from	350	Philadelphia--was	the	only	
dialogue	we	had	with	the	Board,	or	its	

Councilwoman Bass can help 
Write her . Let her know that you are 

concerned with the negative health 
impact that the proposed gas power 
plant will have on the health of you, 
your family and your community. 

 
Please urge your  friends and family to 

do the same.  
 

We  need to let our elected officials 
know we care about our community 

and want to see positive changes 
occurring.  

We want to block or remove businesses 
and forms of housing that harm our 

community.  
 

We want well paying jobs and 
community enriching development. 

 
Working together we can and will 

make it happen. 

Temple University Study 
Temple University is proposing a study titled Philadelphia 
Immediate Transport in Penetrating Trauma (PIPT). They 
intend to enroll individuals 18 years and older, with 
gunshot, shotgun or stab wounds to the chest, abdomen 
(stomach), upper arms and or legs, unconscious, and being 
transported to the hospital by advanced life support 
ambulance team in Philadelphia. 

They are proposing to provide half of the victims with 
advanced life support and the other half will receive basic 
life support. They claim that providing basic life support 
will allow them to save more lives. 

Peter Winslow Addressing SEPTA’s Board 
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Helping or withholding care 

People with these types of injuries frequently experience 

hemorrhagic shock (bleeding too much) and also lose their 

ability to breath on their own. If there is no “Advanced” 

intervention for individuals with these types of injuries the 

outcome is frequently, death. Doctors want to save lives, but 

this may not be the best approach. 

All Philadelphians are automatically enrolled because the study 

was granted an exemption  (excused) from having to comply 

with human research regulations or protections.   

2

representatives.	
During	that	meeting	we	had	
been	informed	that	the	
proposed	stack	heights	would	disperse	the	
toxins	away	from	the	neighborhood	and	
distribute	the	toxins	evenly	throughout	the	
region.	It	is	clear	that	they	did	not	consider	the	
information	distributed	by	the	California	
Environmental	Protection	Agency	
https://www.arb.ca.gov/research/health/health
up/jan03.pdf	stating	that	the	ultrafine	
particulate	matter	is	not	dispersed	in	the	
manner	reported	by	SEPTA’s	feasibility	study.	
Furthermore,	California’s	EPA,	referenced	
studies	reporting	increased	mortality	from	
respiratory	and	cardiovascular	disease	in	
residents	living	near	natural	gas	power	plants.	
Are	there	more	inaccuracies	in	the	report?		
	
Did	the	SEPTA	Board	simply	fail	to	do	their	
homework,	or	do	they	simply	not	care	about	the	
health	and	lives	of	the	vulnerable	citizens	living	
near	the	proposed	site?	Why	was	there	no	
assessment	of	the	potential	impact	of	the	toxins	
on	the	health	of	human	beings?	The	community	
deserves	answers.	
	

SEPTA 

You, your family and all those you care 

for have been automatically enrolled. 
1. 

2.  

3.  

Exempting the study from IRB review places 
an undue burden on the community, 
particularly underserved, low income and 
minority communities. It also places an undue 
burden on visitors including students. Based 
on the Belmont report this study should be an 
opt in study not an opt out study.  

You have to fill out a form on the internet 

if you want to opt out or not participate. 

You care then required to wear a 

wristband  (see above) for 5 years. 

To  OPT OUT  you have to go to the PIPT 

webpage and fill out a form. 

Temple University researchers will be invited 

to a special meeting in the future 

Temple 

350Philly and friends have been invited to join 
us for this special joint 

350Philly members (Mitch 
Chanin and Jean McFarland) 
urging SEPTA to delay the vote 

Bracelet must be worn for 5 years by those who  
want to be excluded from the study. If you lose  
it,  forget to put it on, if it breaks, or falls off  
you’ll be included. Temple University, and other 
students are included as are those visiting Phila. 

***PIPT Opt OUT forms will be provided at the 
special community meeting on Wednesday 
December 14, 2016 at Mercy Neighborhood 
Ministries at 1939 W. Venango Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19140 from 6::00 PM- 7:30 PM. 
 



 

 

Eastern Casket Crematorium  a blight  on 
the Nicetown  community  

The community fought for decades to keep a crematorium from operating in Nicetown. Eastern Casket ignored the wishes 

of the community, and began operations in August 2016. The owner of the crematorium was aware of the community’s 

objections and decided to operate the crematorium anyway. Crematoriums emits greater than 12 hazardous chemicals 

that contribute to the development and worsening of diseases. Since the crematorium has been in operation community 

members have complained of worsening, health and life quality. These are chemicals known to cause cancer. The 

formaldehyde used in the embalming process is also a carcinogen.  More than 13 different chemicals are released  into the 

air we breath when embalmed bodies are burned. Breathing in these chemicals for years can damage our hearts, lungs, 

Let’s Stop the Violence: Police Officers From the 35th 

& 39 Districts Working With the Community  

The Crematorium Association of North American states that the filters used by crematoriums do not 
remove these chemicals. We said we did not want it operating where we live, work, and play. Why is it 
here?  More importantly should it be in a residential area? 

Police Officers from the 35 and 39th Districts 
met with the community to discuss the rash 
of shootings in the Wingohocking Corridor. 
The police and the community want the 
shootings to stop. The police have asked 
members of the community to partner with 
them to help reduce crime in the 
community. Many community members 
expressed there pain over seeing young men 
and women injured or fatally shot. Many 
expressed concern about the future of our 

youth. Teachers appealed to the 
community for help with children in the 
neighboring schools. 
 
The officers shared information about 
their programs for the youth and their monthly 
Police Service Area (PSA) meetings. The meeting 
dates, times and locations are noted in the 35th and 
the 39th District Offices. The next PSA for the 35th 
Police District is Tuesday December 20, 2016, at the 
Logan School 1700 Lindley Avenue at 6:00 PM. For 
more information call Community Relations at 
(215) 685-2854. For information about the next PSA 
for the 39th District please call  (215) 686-3390.  

Above: Captain Wood, Captain Ginaldi and Officer Spain share information 
with community members Below: Community members express concerns with 
officers 
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To Our Brothers: In case you were wondering, we wanted you to know, 
WE NEED YOU! 
WE LOVE YOU! 
WE WANT YOU TO BE WELL PHYSICALLY, MENTALLY, & 
SPIRITUALLY! 
We will reserve this page for messages and other information that you 
may need or be interested in.  
 

Respect 
 
By Taqqee Abdullah 
 

You don’t have 2 be hood 
to be respected 
I know for a while you 
felt neglected 
But you’re never alone you got us 
andGod 
With that you can take the right path 
Add positive energy to the world like 
math 
You got to stand up and learn all you 
can 
Break the chains they got you in 
We’ve got to be together because apart 
we’ll never win 
Help your community 
You know one small thing can make a 
big difference 
Can’t see the jail cell because you’re on 
a mission  
to be the change that the world is 
missing. 
 
©December 7, 2016 
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Working together we can change our community &  
make it better for us and our children 

By Mrs. Pela McFee 
 
Our community holds many hidden treasures. Many of them are hidden because those living outside 
of our community cannot see the worth of our jewels. But we can, so it is our responsibility to assure 
that they have the opportunity to grow in a healthy, strong well-knit 
community that looks out for their wellbeing. We begin by working 
together to ensure that things that cause harm are not allowed into our 
community. If they get in we work together to get them remove.  We 
begin by working together to ensure that our school systems are strong 
and our children are behaved and work hard to get a good education.  
 
We begin by keeping our neighborhoods clean and safe.  
 

We begin by ensuring or community gets more homeowners and 
businesses that will enhance our community and the value of our 
properties. 
 

We begin by working and communicating with our elected officials to ensure our community 
becomes what we want it to be.  
 

Healthy, Clean, Safe, Prosperous, …a place that all people would want to live. 

Bashira A. Charles, Ph.D. 
Community Organizer & Advocate 
United -Tioga, Nicetown, the 
surrounding community and 
friends 
 

The Community Advocate is Newsletter distributed to the 

Nicetow/Tiogan community, its neighbors and friends to share 

information affecting the community and suggestions for 

collective community action to improve the community and the 

 

EMAIL: theadvocate212@gmail.com 

**The people perish for lack of knowledge. It’s time to get informed It’s time to act. ** 

This is just the beginning of our mission to rebuild. So let us gather the jewels we know we have. 
Uncover the gems that are hidden by the junk life has thrown at us, and blinded us and others 
from recognizing their worth.  Let us walk into the unfamiliar paths that will help us to become 
better sons, daughters, wives, husbands, children, grandchildren, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
teachers, students, employers, employees, families, friends, neighbors, and communities. 
My prayers go to you all. 


