
Nov 17th 2016

Sarah Davidson, resident of Graduate Hospital, mom, and SEPTA rider:

Thank you for taking the time to listen to public comments at today's board 
meeting.

Report after report, based on the largest accumulation of evidence ever compiled 
on a single topic, indicates the growing threat we face of irreversible climate 
change if we do not reduce global reliance on fossil fuels dramatically over the 
next several decades. The good news is that the science indicates that if we act 
now to begin the switch to a low-carbon global economy, we can minimize the 
threat of runaway global warming. More good news is that economists from 
across the political spectrum agree on how to make this happen: by placing fees 
on carbon-based fuels, so that their cost reflects their true cost to society and so 
that investors and communities can hasten the switch to this new economy.

I welcome that SEPTA is considering how to provide energy-efficient, 
economical, and secure in the face power outages that are expected to increase 
due to extreme weather events caused by climate change. However, I ask that 
SEPTA also evaluate and share with the public

1. The expected impacts of the plant to air quality and public health in the 
surrounding communities.

2. The expected contribution of the proposed power plant to global 
greenhouse gas emissions.

3. An assessment of at least one alternative to the plant, including the use of 
renewable energy, that considers the entire period over which the plant is 
expected to be usable. This evaluation should take into account projected 
improvements in and decreases in cost of renewable technology as well as 
likely fluctuations in the cost of natural gas, including increases that could 
result from future carbon fees.

Until these steps are taken I request that SEPTA postpone the planning and 
construction of the proposed natural gas power plant in the Nicetown 
neighborhood of Philadelphia.
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