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“The earth is the LORD’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein.” Psalm 24:1

I am grateful for the opportunity to address the SEPTA board.  I am here both as a pastor 
and as one who, for my day job, works on Hunting Park Avenue, near the proposed site 
for the plant.

Others have already presented detailed testimonies about the likely effects of this plant on 
the environment, on air quality, and on the health of the residents of Nicetown.  
Testimonies have been presented on renewable alternatives to this plant.  I would like to 
speak under the general heading of creation care – care for God’s world.

SEPTA is already doing a great detail to reduce the impact of pollutants on the 
environment, by providing an alternative to commuting by car.  I well remember the “Go 
Green Go SEPTA” campaign.  As a regular regional rail passenger on the Manayunk/
Norristown line, I am personally grateful to SEPTA that I don’t have to battle the 
Schuylkill Expressway each day.

As a pastor, I believe and I preach that humans are intended to be caretakers of the planet, 
not conquerors.  We are to protect the planet, not plunder it.  The proposed plant would be 
a step backwards, and would significantly reduce the credibility of SEPTA’s claim to be a 
green transportation option.  The plant would lead to the release of natural gas that’s 
better left in the ground.  It would foul the air of Nicetown and surrounding areas with 
fine particulates.  It would adversely impact the health of those who work and those who 
live near the plant. Philadelphia already has unusually high rates of asthma among adults 
and children.  The small church I serve is in Bridesburg, which as you know is a heavily-
industrialized neighborhood in which generations of residents worked for the chemical 
plants and other industries situated in the neighborhood.  And for generations, residents 
of Bridesburg have had unusually high rates of cancer.  In the hospital visits I’ve made 
and the funerals I’ve conducted, I’ve seen the impact of environmental pollution. While 
this plant would release a different kind of pollution than is found in Bridesburg, it would 
likely lead to a similar increase in the rates of disease.  In effect, by moving ahead with 



this plant, SEPTA would in effect be making adverse medical decisions for people living 
near the plant.   SEPTA would reap whatever benefit is to be found, but the residents 
would pay the cost, over many years, in health and life.  

There are renewable sources of energy – solar power and wind power among them – that 
are already used in other places to provide power for transit.  With improved technology, 
these renewable energy sources will become more powerful. 

John Donne wrote, “No man is an island.”  Our lives are connected, and anything that 
adversely affects the residents of Nicetown will have ripple effects far beyond this 
neighborhood.  And so, a final comment and some questions for the board members:  
would you want this plant in your neighborhood?  Assuming you would not, why should 
it be in Nicetown, or in any other neighborhood?  What makes the lives of the residents 
of Nicetown less valuable than your own?   What makes their children less worthy of 
consideration, as they already struggle with asthma?  

I hope you will consider these questions as you make your decision.  Thank you for 
listening.
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